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LEPAGE ASSOCIATES COMPREHENSIVE EVALUATION SERVICES

	Psychological & Behavioral
	Educational
	Substance Abuse
	Forensic/Court


At Lepage Associates, we have assembled a highly qualified assessment team of clinical psychologists:

Dr. Tina Lepage: Several years experience doing psychological, substance abuse and juvenile forensic evaluations for the schools, courts, community centers, and in private practice settings.  She is also a Certified Juvenile Forensic Evaluator, trained by the University of Virginia Institute of Law, Psychiatry, and Public Policy, one of the premier nationally recognized training institutes for forensics.

Dr. Kristen Wynns: Extensive experience in conducting psychoeducational evaluations across the academic spectrum, to include evaluating for learning disabilities and AD/HD, as well as giftedness, with children and teens. Also conducts psychological testing to rule out the influence of depression, anxiety, and other mental health conditions on educational abilities and performance. Prior to private practice worked in an LD and AD/HD specialty clinic. Experienced in psychological evaluations to assess for diagnostic clarification, and behavioral assessments geared toward providing parents and schools guidance in interventions to improve behavior.

Dr. Rhonda Karg: In-depth knowledge and experience in substance abuse assessment. In addition to her clinical work in substance abuse assessment, Dr. Karg continues to work as a researcher, studying the usefulness of various substance abuse assessment instruments and interventions.

Dr. David Eakin: Specialized experience in substance abuse assessment and adult and juvenile forensic evaluation. Dr. Eakin also has extensive experience in educational (LD and AD/HD), behavioral, and psychological evaluation with children and teens.
Psychoeducational/Educational/Academic Evaluations (Used when the question is primarily educational.)

Full Psychoeducational Evaluation: This includes an IQ and Achievement battery with AD/HD testing to assess for the possibilities of AD/HD and/or learning disabilities, combined with clinical interviewing to rule out the influence of depression, anxiety, and other mental health conditions on educational abilities and performance.  A complete history is also taken to identify any possible medical conditions that might be affecting educational abilities and performance.  Collateral contacts will also be interviewed, such as teachers.  A school observation of the child or school visit with teachers and/or school counselors may be helpful in some cases.  Evaluation of the child is broken down into at least two sessions to avoid fatigue for the client and thus result in the clearest diagnostic results.  Resulting report meets all NC state requirements, should report be used within educational institutions to qualify the client for any special services.

IQ & Achievement Battery / LD Screening / Gifted Screening: This includes an IQ test and Achievement test, which will provide in-depth information on several factors of intelligence (such as factual knowledge, short-term memory, abstract reasoning, visual-spatial abilities, and common sense), academic strengths and weaknesses, mastery of specific subjects, and the likely presence of a learning disability.  Evaluation of the child will be done in one or two sessions.  Collateral contacts may also be interviewed, such as teachers.  A school observation of the child or school visit with teachers and/or school counselors may be helpful in some cases.

AD/HD Screening only: This includes AD/HD testing combined with clinical interviewing.  Evaluation of the child will take place in one session.  Collateral contacts will also be interviewed, such as teachers.  A school observation of the child or school visit with teachers and/or school counselors may be helpful in some cases.

IQ Testing only: This includes the Wechsler Intelligence Test IV (WISC-IV), the standard in assessing IQ, which will provide in-depth information on several factors of intelligence (such as factual knowledge, short-term memory, abstract reasoning, visual-spatial abilities, and common sense), and on academic strengths and weaknesses.  The results are also used by some educational programs as one component utilized in determining the “gifted” label.  At the other end of the spectrum, the results can also identify mental retardation.

Achievement Testing only: This includes the Woodcock Johnson III (WJ-III), the standard in assessing academic achievement, which will provide in-depth information on a child’s mastery of specific subjects and on academic strengths and weaknesses.
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Psychological Evaluations (Used when the question is primarily one of mental health.)

Full Psychological Evaluation: This includes cognitive, emotional and personality testing, and provides in-depth information on an individual’s functioning in all three of these areas.  It is useful to help understand what a person is thinking and feeling, their underlying personality structure, cognitive strengths and limitations, coping skills or areas of weakness in coping, and why a person behaves as he or she does.  In clinically complex cases and/or cases in which it is hard for a person to get in touch with or articulate what the problem is he or she is experiencing, a full psychological evaluation can be an invaluable resource for providing diagnostic clarification and treatment recommendations.  Evaluation is broken down into at least two sessions to avoid fatigue for the client and thus result in the clearest diagnostic results.

Abbreviated Psychological Evaluation: This includes emotional and personality testing, and provides in-depth information on an individual’s functioning in both of these areas.  It is useful to help understand what a person is thinking and feeling, their underlying personality structure, coping skills or areas of weakness in coping, and why a person behaves as he or she does.  If previous cognitive testing exists, or if it seems fairly certain that cognitive issues do not bear on the case, an abbreviated psychological evaluation can be an invaluable resource for providing diagnostic clarification and treatment recommendations.

Other psychological testing: In some instances, a single or minimum number of tests, such as one personality test, or depression and anxiety screens, may be quite useful in clarifying the diagnosis and thus aiding in treatment planning.  Many of these tests are fairly brief.

Substance Abuse Evaluations (Used when the question is primarily one of substance abuse.)

Substance Abuse Assessment: This includes use of the Structured Clinical Interview for the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual (SCID), which is widely used to assess substance use disorders and has good reliability and validity for detecting symptoms and making accurate diagnoses.  In addition, an in-depth clinical interview, plus an interview with the parents in child cases, is done, and assessment may also include collateral contacts (if time allows) such as teachers, counselors, etc.  A substance abuse assessment for a child gives parents clarity about whether substances are a significant part of their child’s difficulties, and provides recommendations for the level of treatment necessary to address the substance abuse.  Since many families are in crisis when they get to the point of requesting a substance abuse evaluation, evaluation can be done in one session (~ 2½ hours) with a focus on providing guidance to parents at the end of that session.  An evaluation for an adult also results in a timely assessment of level of care / treatment plan needed to address substance use.

Adult & Juvenile Forensic Evaluations (Used when the question is primarily one of court matters.)

Mental Health Evaluation/Risk Assessment: This involves a full psychological or abbreviated psychological as described above, with the focus of recommendations involving suggestions for reducing risk of continued juvenile delinquent or adult criminal behavior.  Can be used informally by parents to aid in their understanding of their child and to help them know how to best intervene to help the child.  Can be used by attorneys, probation officers, social workers, counselors, etc. to aid in their understanding of the offender and to help them know how to best intervene to help the person.  Can be used in court to assist the judge with decisions regarding case disposition.  Your evaluator will also be deposed by lawyers if necessary, should the case proceed to court, and will appear in court if necessary.

Competency to Stand Trial Evaluation: This includes an in-depth clinical/competency interview to determine if the adult or juvenile is competent to stand trial.  To be used in court to assist judge with decisions regarding competency.  Your evaluator will also be deposed by lawyers if necessary, should the case proceed to court, and will appear in court if necessary.

The Insanity Defense Evaluation: This includes an in-depth clinical interview to determine if the defendant meets the State’s guidelines for insanity at the time of the offense.  To be used in court to assist judge with decisions regarding insanity.  Your evaluator will also be deposed by lawyers if necessary, should the case proceed to court, and will appear in court if necessary.

Sex Offender Evaluation: This involves a full psychological or abbreviated psychological as described above, with the focus of recommendations involving suggestions for reducing risk of continued sex offenses.  To be used in court to assist judge with case disposition.  Can also be used in non-court settings to determine the best course of treatment for a sex offender.
